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NATIONAL TUBERCULOSIS ELIMINATION PROGRAM (NTEP)

APPEAL TO _ALL ESTEEMED MEMBERS OF ALLAHABAD
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION / PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS /
FACILITIES

In 2018, the Prime Minister of India envisioned ending TB in India by
2025, five years ahead of the global Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) target of 2030. More than 50% of TB patients access the private
sector for diagnosis, treatment and prevention. One of the key elements
for TB elimination is TB notification. TB notification is not merely to
capture numbers, but is also important to provide patient-centric, family
focused public health actions, often an implementation challenge for
many private practitioners. Under the National TB Elimination Program,
ALL TB patients are offered free diagnosis, treatment with fixed dose
combination (FDC) drugs, and a direct benefit transfer (DBT) of Rs
500/- per month for the duration of treatment to support nutrition. The
State of Uttar Pradesh has engaged with Patient Provider Support
Agencies (PPSA) to support private practitioners with notification,
specimen transportation for microbiological confirmation and
patient/family counselling for treatment adherence support. In 2022,
Private sector TB notification at Prayagraj is a mere 64% of the target,
while the public sector notification is at 98%.

The Allahabad Medical Association (Branch of IMA) appeals to all its
members to:
« Notify all TB patients diagnosed or initiated on treatment in
your clinic/health facility.

Coordinate with the PPSA staff and district TB officials to update
patient information to enable them to access government free
services  (Universal  Drug  Sensitivity = Testing  using
TRUENAT/CBNAAT, free FDC) and schemes (DBT) and to provide
them with counselling
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«  Support for treatment adherence and TB prevention among
the other family contacts.

« Ensure that all TB diagnosed patients are also screened for
HIV and diabetes.

+ Ensure that TB Treatment outcome is captured for all
patients.

Your involvement in TB Elimination is crucial to make Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh and India free from TB

For any further help/support District Tuberculosis Officer and District
PPM officers can always be contacted.(Dr. AK Tiwari — District TB
Officer, Mob: 8765773446; Mr. Ashish Singh — PPM Coordinator, Mob:
9450763669; Mr. Dhirendra Singh, Mob: 7309555588)

The India Health Action Trust has established a State Tuberculosis
Technical Support Unit (STSU) and is just a call away for any technical
support you seek. (Dr. Udit Mohan — Deputy Team Lead, Mob:
9695299333)

With your support Allahabad Medical Association (Branch of IMA) will
gain further recognition for its significant role in TB Elimination.

, Dr. Andop Chauhan
PRO

Dr. Ashwg'sh Gupta
Secretary
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